natural conclusion from this declaration was that such a man would never improve it; but the answer then made was, 'to see where anything could be improved might be considered as going almost half way towards the improvement itself; and that Lord Bacon was the cause of all the advances in philosophy since his day, by seeing and pointing out where and how they might be made.'......In this [a recent election of a surgeon to the hospital], as in most other public contests, the mind, inflamed by opposition, lost sight of the great object, by which means private friendships and connections had more weight than public utility, to which object the governors will not on the present occasion confine themselves. My motive was in the first place to serve the hospital, and in the second to diffuse the knowledge of the art, that all might be partakers of it; this, indeed, is the highest office in which a surgeon can be employed, for when considered as a man qualified only to dress a sore or perform a common operation, and perhaps not all of those that may be reckoned common, he cannot be esteemed an ornament to his profession....... They [the governors] will consider how far a numerous class of pupils increases the reputation of the hospital; they will consider whether those numbers do not produce the secondary good arising from an hospital, which is the effectual diffusion of knowledge, and, if so, whether every surgeon should not be in duty bound to contribute his share towards this good purpose...... I hope this Court will not consider this as similar to a contested election between two men. It is of general interest; it concerns no individual, or, if any, only four men, who are servants of the hospital; and though in one point of view I may appear to stand single, yet I stand on equal ground with the governors of this charity, who formerly established the very law the advantages of which I have now illustrated. Indeed, from a consciousness of the disinterestedness of my motives, and a conviction of the clearness of the question in point of public utility, which I trust they cannot overlook and will not disregard, it would give me more pleasure to see the friends of the other gentlemen here today than my own. In whatever way it may be determined to me is personally immaterial; the good of mankind, the improvement of the healing art, and the character of the hospital are the motives of my conduct, and according to which, whatever may be the decision of the present question, I shall continue to do my duty to the hospital as a charity, and confine myself to the laws of the institution. Referring to the East-end, he showed that the cost of provisions was the highest at St. George's, where it is &pound;7 11s. 9d., or &pound;1 12s. 6d. more than at Whitechapel Union. Poplar, Stepney, Shoreditch, and Hackney each cost varying amounts between the two given above, but increasing in the order in which they are named. The motion was seconded and carried with but two dissentients. Mr. Crowder gave notice that he would move an addition to the resolution asking for a uniform dietary scale in all metropolitan Poor-law institutions.
There is no doubt that there should be uniform dietary scales for the inmates of all workhouses and infirmaries, and in addition there should be drawn up uniform diet tables for all the officers and servants residing in these institutions.
As it is, there is much discrepancy in the dietaries and no real reason for it, as the duties and responsibilities of the officers and servants are much the same in all. Why, for instance, should the assistant medical officer at Marylebone Infirmary have a much better dietary than the assistant medical officer at St. George-in-the-East? At Whitechapel Infirmary, the assistant medical officer has extra salary and provides his own rations. If the Local Government Board were to effect these changes, they would remove the existing dissatisfaction. Uniformity, however, could only be obtained on paper, for what according to the diet table may appear to be a very good dietary, may in reality be but a poor one, as, though the articles are supplied in proper quantity, some of them may be so deficient in quality as to be scarcely fit for food. As there is frequently a considerable amount of trickery in the supplying public institutions with provisions &c., it behoves guardians to be on the alert, and see for themselves that contractors continue to supply goods of the same quality as the samples. A more frequent visitation of the stores and at unexpected times, or an inspection when goods are being delivered, would in all probability be attended with the most beneficial results. 
DURATION OF LIFE OF THE RED BLOOD-CORPUSCLES.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. SIR,-In referring to a paper on "The Duration of Life of the Red Blood-corpuscles, as ascertainable by Transfusion," recently read by me before the Royal Society of Edinburgh, your correspondent in your last issue ascribed to me a method of investigation which would entirely deprive the results of any value which may attach to them.
So far from transfusing the blood of one animal into the circulation of another of different species, whose bloodcorpuscles were of different size and shape, I was at pains to show that such a method of investigation, implying as it did the use of " dissimilar " blood, was absolutely worthless for the attainment of the object in view, since the bloodcorpuscles of such blood always break down in the body of their host within a day or two of injection, and hence their duration of life could offer no criterion of that of the normal red blood-corpuscles. In all my experiments, therefore, the blood used was that obtained from an animal of the same species&mdash;so-called " similar" blood-the fate of which after transfusion differs essentially from that of dissimilar blood, but resembles in all respects that of the normal blood. I should feel greatly obliged if you could kindly give the same prominence to the above correction as was given to the original reference, as the ignorance on my part implied in the use of the kind of blood described by your correspondent for arriving at any conclusions regarding the life duration of normal blood-corpuscles is so great as would serve to completely condemn the accuracy of my results in the estimation of all who are already acquainted with the subject of transfusion. I 
